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າກ (ເ 
INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT "or ple 


Among all the organizations charged in this indictment with the 


commission of crimes, the SS and the police forces - including the Gestapo - 


over which it obtained control and domination, rank supreme. Just as the 
Nazi Party itself is the very heart - the core - of the conspiracy, so the 
SS is the very heart - the core -- of the Nazi Party. It was created as the 
elite group of the Party, composed of the most thorouzh-zoing adherents of 
the Nazi cause, pledged to blind devotion to Nazi principles, and prepared 
to carry them out without any question = and at any cost. 

The creation and development of such an organization was essential for 
the execution of the conspirators! plans. Their sweeping program and the 
measures they were preprred to use, and’ did usc, could net be accomplished 
entirely through the machinery of the government nor of the Party. Things 
had to be done for which no agency of government nd no politic^l party = 
even the Nazi Party - would openly take full responsibility. A specinlized 
type of apparatus was needed - an spparatus which was to some extent 
connected with the government and given officiel support — but which, at 
the same time, could msintoin a quasieindependant status so that all its 
acts could be attributed neither to the goverment nor to the Party as a 


this purpose. 


whole. The SS was the instrument designed for 
Like the SA it w^s one of tho seven components or branches or forma- 
tions of the Nazi Party referred to in the Decree on Enforcement of the 
Law for Securing tho Unity of Party and State of 29 March 1935, published 
in the Reichsgesetzblatt for 1935, Part I, Prage 503. But it was more 
than a simple Party organizations. Step by step it acquired more and 
more of an official status. As the plans of the conspirstors progressed 
and now tasks had to be performed, it assuncd new functions, new 
responsibilitics and a new place in the Stato. Unlike the SA, it was not 
t relatively simple organization < from the structural point of vicw = 
which can be easily described. It wus such at its beginning, But it 
developed throughout the cows of the conspiracy into a highly complex 
machine, the most powerful in the Nazi State, sprending its tentacles into 


every field of Nazi sctivity., 
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Although it is impossible to give ^ Clear picture of the organization 


and functions of the S5 in ^ few words, it may be desirably the outset 
to make some reference to the number of persons involved in + 
to the prosccution!s th. ory as to the unlawfulness of every 
organization. 

In 1929 the 5 o)nsistoc about 280 mcibers. When the Nazis 
acceded to power i 23 it d about 52,000 members, 
ship numbered somewhere between 250,000 and 300,000. The 
nuuber = about 240,000 men = were members of the central organizntion, 
the Allgemeine or General S3 ich is deseribed in Page 6, et Sete, of 
this bricf, The rest vore assigned to such specinl branches as the SD 

of the brief), the 

and the militarized force = the SS Verfucgungstrupp w2s the 
forerunner of tho SS combat branch, the Waffen 83 (sco Pagos 18 - 21). 


All these men were volunteers edged to the obedience and loyalty to 


the aims of the organ: and ti ss Leadership. During the war, the 


Waffen SS was built up out of the few “Siments of the 59 Vcrfuegungstruppe 
until at the cnd of the war it included some 31 divisions “nd perhaps about 
500,000 men, 

The prosecution does net conceive that any distinction as to 
eriminality can be drawn on the basis of branches or d partments or offices 
of the SS. As the evidence will show, the SS was a single enterprise 
unified organization. Some of its functions were erforncd by one 
branch or department or office, some by another. Neo single branch or 


LOC, 


າ 


department, of course, p^rticipeted in every SS activity. But every branch 
and department and office wns necessa 7 to the functioning of the whole, 
The situation is much the seme as in the case of the individual defendants 
at the bar, Not all porticip^ted in every ~et of the conspiracy = but all 
performed a necessary role in th: whol. csi inal schemo, 

Nor does the prosecution conceive thet any linitations as te 
criminality can be based 3 osiderati of chronology - or dates cf 
membership. There was no period of time during which tho nins and methods 


of the organization were not unlawful. It cxpanded its crininnl functions 


=- viii - 
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and perfected its evil tcchniques, in thc course of years =- but it was 
conceived for unlawful purposes and operated unlawfully from the beginning. 

Finally, a word must be said as to the voluntary character of 
membership in the SS. As the evidence will show, not on]; 
organization of volunteers, but 
Standards of selection. It wasn LS} become an : enbe That was 
true of all branches of the SS, including the Waffen SS ^s wel ne 
prosecution clearly recognizes, of course, that dur course of the 
war, as tho demands for msnpower increased, and the losses of the Waffen 
SS grew heavier and heavier, there were occasions beginning in late 1943 
when men drafted for compulsory military serv 
of the Waffen SS rather than t> the Wehrmacht, Those instances 
relatively few, Evidence of recruiting standards of the Waffen SS in 
1943 show that membership in thet branch was າວ essontially voluntary and 
highly selective as in other brunchcs. As wo sce tho case, the fact that 
some individuals may have been arbit (ily assigned to some Waffen SS 
unit has no bearing on the issuc before the tribune] which is sinply 
this -- whether the SS end all its branches wos or was not an unl: wful 
organization, Doubtless many of tho thousends and thousands of members 
of the SS, or of other of the organizations 

show that his participation in the 

innocuous one, that compelling reasons drove hin apply for membership, 
that he was not fully c^nscious of its nins or that ho was mentally 
irresponsible when he beenne a member. Such facts misht or might not be 
relevant if ho wore on trial. But in any cvon is is not the forum to 
try out such matters, So, it is submitted, the fact that to a small 
degree one segment of the organization had in it some c nscripts is not 
of importance in deteraininz the eriminnl character of the organization 
as a whole - and of all of its 


It is our contention, theroicro, that the 38, as defined in Appendix 


B, page 36, of the Indictment, was unl^wful. The cvidence of each of the 


various functions and activities of the SS shows the differcnt components 
and departments and offices which figured in the particular function or 


es 1X = 





i 


activity being dealt with, 

This brief will be circeted first toward showing the 
early development of tho S3; s mndly, the basic principles of scloction 
by which its membi irse chosen oblizati les ixJ5ors.wnlertook; 
thirdly, how it was orgnaizc? -. thet is, the branches hich it izveloped, 
its structure and 
the organizntion 
to this brief); and finally, its 


them = th 


Indictment. 

The general 
matters vhi 
They are recounted 
າມ!) 


itsclf, 


published with SS 
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The seetions of the indictment covered in this brief are the 
following: 

COUNT ONE = THE COMMON PLAN OR CONSPIRACY, Par, IV (D) 3 (b), 
The Acqwiring of Totalitarian Control of Germany: Political, Consolida- 


tion of control - Page 5, 


COUNT ONE + THE COLON PLAN OR CONSPIRACY, Par, IV (H), Individual, 


Group and Organization Responsibility for the Offense Stated in Count 


One - Page 10. 


APPENDIX B = Die Schutzstaffeln Der Nationalsozialistischen 
SS) Including Die 


Sicherheitscienst (Commonly know as thc SD) - Page 36, 


LEGAL REFERENCES 
ເ ASE UD 
Article 9 of Section II "JURISDICTION AND GENERAL PRINCIPLES" 
of the Charter of the International Military Tribunal, page 2: 


"At the trial of any individual member of any group 
or organization the Tribunal may declare (in connection 
with any act of which the individual may be convicted) 
that the group or organization of which the individual was 
a member was a crininal organization. 


"After receipt of the Indictment the Tribunal shall 
give such notice as it thinks fit that the prosecution 
intends to ask the Tribunal to make such declaration and 
any member of the organization will be entitled to apply 
to the Tribunal for leave to be heard by the Tribunal 
upon the question of the criminal character of the 
organization. The Tribunal shall have power to allow 
or reject the application, If the application is allowed, 
the Tribunal may direct in what manner the applicants 
shall be represented and heard," 
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STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE 


STAT ORIGIN, MEMBERSHIP 
AND EARLY DEVELOPKE ENT 


Status and Origin 
The "Schutzstaffeln der NSDAP" (known as the SS) 
Seven "components" or "formations" of the National Socialist Party, - 
organizations which formed én integral part of the Nazi movement, 
l725-P2. Decree for Execution of the Law for Security 
of the Unity of the າ 29 March 1935, 
Reichsgesetzblatt (1935) I, p. 502. 
26L0-r3. Organisationsbuch der NSDAP (1943) pe 417 
It achieved that status on July 20, 1934, when it was made a component 
of the Party, directly responsible to Hitler, under the command of 
Heinrich Himmler, Reichsfuehrer-SS, 
1857--PS ánnot uncement of creation of 


ation of HSD4P, Voelkis 


Y 


“July 1931, De die 


ງເ | 
vi 


Gunter ctalquen, Die SS. Geschichte Že, Aufgabe 
und Organisatio or Schutzsta feln der NSDAP 
27 tne auvhor 
history, functions and organization of j^" SS, 
written at the direction of the Reichsfuchrer SS 
by S3 Standarten fuehrer d'alquen, editor of 
(he official SS publication "Das Schwarze Korps", 
Although technically equal in status to the other seven components of 
NSDAP, actually it was the elite of the Nazi Party and became 
the most powerful organization in the 
The SS was originally created to perform the function of acting as 
protective guard for Hitler and other party leaders, It derived from 
the "Stosstrupp Hitler", a small headquarters detachment of the Storm 
Troops (Sturmabteilung or SA), which was outlawed with the Nazi Party 


and the SA in November 1923 after the abortive Munich putsch, 


ງ E : EN 
"Nesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 
en LL ROOS Gcr 22 Uno der 


Polizei", published in Nationalpolitischer 


(1937), p. 137. 
dtAlquen, Dic SS, p. 6 
In 1925 when the prohibition against the NSDAP, imposed in November 1923, 
was lifted and party activity again resumed, the SA continued to be 
outlawed. To take the place of the SA, Hitler organized small mobile 
squads (Schutzstaffel) to serve as his private troops and police force 


in politically hostile territory, 





Senet SS aan > ມມ 
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1992-PS. Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 
Polizei", published in Nationalpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), p. 137. 
With the reinstatenent of the SA in 1926, the Sehutzstaffel (SS) for 
& few yoars ceasod to be of importance, although it continued as an organi- 
zation within the SA under its own leader, the Reichsfuehrer SS, who was 


subject to the Chief of Staff of the SA. 


1992A-TS. Eimmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 


Polizei", ກງ shed in ie call 
1859-PS. Walter M. Espó, Das Buch der N NSDAP (1934), 
Appendix, Die NSDAr, p. l2. 
On 6 January 1929 Heinrich Himmler was appointed as Reichsfuehrer SS 
with express instru@tions to form the SS into an elite and thoroughly 


dependable organization, 


19921-.19 . Hirn ner, Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 
? published in in National politischer 


s (1927), p. 137 

228ມ-15 . dtAlquon, Die SS, pp. 7, 8. 
"With this day. the real history of the SS begins as 
it stands befers us to-day in all its deeper essential 
features, firmly enchored into the National Socialist 
Movement", 
2284-PS. dtulagen, Die SS, p. 7 
B. Development of th; SS as an Elite Nazi Corps 

Himmler procecdid %o reorganize the SS by establishing the strictest 
Nazi standards for sgole&tion and training. 

. 1. Requiremonts fpr Membership - 


The first principal of sclection was that of Blood and Elite (Blut und 


Auslese). 


As Himmler stated in a| speech to the Wehrmacht (published in 1937): 


"I am a strong believer in the doctrine that, in the 
end, only ood blood can achieve the greatest en- 
during things. Strengthened by this convi;tion of 
mine, I besarg to work on this. problem. It means 

that actually only good blood, according ta our 
reading of history, is to be considered as the leading 
creative clement in every state, and, in patticular, 


«3 





of all military activity, that is to say, only Nor 


EUH 

| 
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blood. I said to myself that should I succeed in 

selecting from the German people for this organization 

as many as possible who possess this desired blood, and 

in teaching them military discipline am the understanding 

of the value of blood and the entire ideology resulting 

from it, then it wuld be possible actually to create 

such an clite organization às would successfully hold its 

own in all cases of emergency". 


Polizei", published in Natioralpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), pe 138. 
Every applicant was required to establish his Nordic descent going back 
to 1800 and, in the case of an officer candidate, to 1750, 
19924-PS. Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 
Polizei", published in Nationalpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), pe 140. 
Standards of height and Nordic appearance were established, both as 
an aid to insuring the applicant's "good blood" and as anem in themselves. 
19924-PS, Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der 22 und cer 
Polizci", published in Nationalpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), pp. 138, 139, 14l. 
Moreover, to insure the continuance of "good blood", an order of the 
t 
Reichsfuchrer SS of 31 Decenber 1931 prohibited marriage by any SS man 
except upon authorization from tle Reichsfuchrer SS, such authorization 
being conditional on establishing thet the prospective bride met the same 
requirements as to health, descent ard ideological background as the SS 
man himself, 
1992A-PS. Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der S5 und der 
» Polizei", published in Nationalpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), p. 153. 
26L0-PS. Organisationsbuch der NSDAP (1943) p. 417 


228ມ-15 , SS Marriage law of 31 December 1931, quoted 
in d'!àlquen, Die SS, pp. 9, 10. 


The political and ideological background of each applicant was also 


carefully scrutinized. 


"Every member of the SS has to be deeply imbued with 
the meaning and essence of the Natioml Socialist 
movement," 


26L0-PS. Organisationsbuch der NSDAP (1943) p. 417 


1852-PS. Werner Best, Die Deutsche Polizei (1940) - 
an authoritative work on the German Police 
by SS Brigade Fuehrer and Ministerial 
Director (later SS Obergruppenfuechrer), 
Chief of the Administration and Legal 
Departm nt of the Security Police - p. 99, 


x 





These physical, racial and ideological standards were jealously main- 
tained. When, after the accession of the Nazis to power, there was an 
influx of members into all other Nazi organizations, membership in the SS 
was temporarily closed, and between 1933 and 1935 unsuitable members were 


expelled. 


1992A-PS. Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 
Polizei", published in Natiomlpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), p. 140. 
When membership in the SS was later opened to certain classes of the 
police in a desire to "fuse" the police ard the SS, applicants were re- 
quired to meet the gereral strict standards for ordinary SS membership. 
1627-PS. Order of Himmler, 23 Jure 1938, Acceptance of 
Members of the Security Police into the SS 
Reichsministerialblatt (1938), p. 1089, 
As late as 1943 these racial ad ideological requirements were still 


stressed, even in recruiting for the combat forces of the SS. 


.ZT68-ES. Letter, 2h April 1943, .to Kaltenbrunner, signed . . 
Himnler. 


28252p8. SS Solaatenfreund (1943), p. 37. 


a > | in the "1913 Organ isati onsbueh of ig: ‘pabty: 


ithe demands With respe ct tó the Pacisl purity 
of the SS are being increased every year." 


2640-PS Organi sationsbuch der NSDAP ຈງ ນາ ມ17,. 
2, Ob ກຼ of ກນ - , 


. Upon admission, to the SS, — member took an oath.to Hitler. of 
* Obedience to death.. 


ນ "Obedience must, be unconditional, . It corresponds to 
the conviction that the national socialist ideology 
mus t „reign, Supreme... He who is possessed by it, and 
fights for it passionately, subjects himself volun- 
tarily to tbe obligation to obey, . Every. 55 man is 
prepared, therefore, to carry out blindly every’ 
order.which is issued, by.the. Fuehrer or which be is. 
given by his superior, Si M ed of the heaviest 

| sacrifices involved." a 


26K0-PS » : Cres nisationetuch. der NSDAP (1943), ay Pe. .. ,19. 


As Manis: stated in a ‘speech at a meeting of SS Generals at Posen in 


າ:> 


1945: sherri. $ ) lüstoenfronr 9h : 


"I would like here to state something clearly and 
unequivocally:..It.is a matter of course that the 
little man must obey. .It is even more a matter of 
‘course that all the senior leaders of thé SS, that 
is,-the whole corps of Gruppenfuehrer, . area model. 
of blind- Ti" aa. 


d * 
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ທ 
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3529-9. spese of Peiehetueer SS at tre meotan | | 
of SS Gruppenfuehrer at Posen, 4 October H1142 -- 0018 
1943, p. 75 (English translation p, 4). 

See also 


1851-PS. Himmler, Die Schutzstaffel als anti- 


bolschewistische Kampforganisation, 
De 2h, 


Each manber was required to become completely indoctrinated in Nazi 
ideology, ard to propagate Nazi doctrines. 


26L0-PS. Organisationsbuch der NSDaP (1943), pp. 
417, 418 


12%24ePS, Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 
Polizei", published in Nationalpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), p. 145. 


He vàs required to be ruthless and aggressive, Every SS member had the 
duty to "defend his honor with his dagger", 


2825-PS. Honor Law of the SS, 9 September 1935, 
published in SS Soldatenfreund (1943), p. 23 


"Oponly ari without pity, he fights against the most 
dangerous enemies of the State; Jews, Freemasons, 
Jesuits and political clergy." 


26L0-PS. Organisationsbuch der NSDAP (1943), p. 418 
Through these principles of selection and training tre SS became 


"a team of the best — not only the physical best, but 
&lso the most reliable, most loyal, and finally in 
terms of character the most valuable - men from all 


parts of the movement," 


2281--15 . d'Alguen, Die SS, p. 8 
#4<2 ງື I9 o2 


a Nazi aristocracy, defined by Himmler as: 
"a National Socialist soldierly order of Nordic men", 


1851-PS. Himmler, Die Schutzstaffel als anti- 
bolschewistische Kampforganisati ວຕ Deal 
NOEUOCIOWISviSchne Kal mn 


and, by the Organi sationsbuch der NSDAP as a "firmly welded fighting force 
bound together by ideological caths", 
2640-PS. Organisationsbuch der NSDAP (1943), p. 417 
C. Functions of the SS to June 20, 173A. 
During the period preceding the accession to power, the SS joined 
with the SA "in good and evident comradeship" (as dtAlquen says) in the 
fight against political opponents of the Nazis, 


228L-PS. d'Alquen, Die SS, DD. 75 ໃ, 





After the Nazis acceeded to power, in January 1932, "52 ,000 535 men 
Who, in this spirit, bore the revolution in the van, marched into the 
new State which they began to help form, everywhere."  "Incisde and 
outside of the hovement . . . the SS hed to intervene, repeatedly 
called upon for the protection of the National Socialist principles. 
2284-PS. d'Alquen, Dic SS, pp. 11, 12. 
The initisl form which such "intervention" took is shown by the evi- 
dence, relating to the system of terror initiate after 1933, in 
proof of Count One, Peragrenh (a) 2 (b) of the Indictment and in 
proof of tho cese afeinst the SA, 
The SS soor proved its value es thc c e corps of the Party, 
as the most reliable "instrument of the Pucnror," in June 1934 
when it participate in carrying > bloody purge of thc SA and 
others. As stated in € avi he defendant Wilhelm Frick: 
just killed on the spot. any people were 
don't know how many - who actue tiy &id not 
nj to do with the putsch. People who just 
weren't Ti Tory well, es for instence, Schleicher, 
the former Reic he sneellor, were ແ11190 . . . » The 
SS wes used by Mnmler for the exccution of these 
orcers to suppress the putsch." 
Himmler himself in a specch to SS Generals in 1943 referred to the 
role of the SS in the purge in these words: 
"Just as we did not hesitate June 30th, 1934, to 
do thc duty we were bidden, ind stend comredes who 
had lapsec, up egoinst the weil anc shoot them, so 


we heve never spoken about it end will hever speak 
about it," 


fuchrer 5S at Posen, October 
(English trenslation, p. ມ). 


os in this respect, it was raised to the 
ndependent fornetion of the Perty on 20 July 1924. 
Announcement of creation of SS as an independent 
formation of the NSDAP, Voclkischer Beobachter, 
20 June 2934, D. 1 


II. ORGANIZATION 


Up to January 1933, there were no spccislly designated branches 

SS. As, however, the So assumed ecditional functions, its 
organization expanácc and became more complex. Although it became 
customery to distinguish between several "branches" or “formetion,' 


es the Allgemeine Sə, the Jeffen SS end the SD, actually in 


i [ມມ 
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terms of administration end commence there wes no distinction. Each 
of thc verious components played its pert in cerrying out onc or 

more functions of the SS. The personnel comnosing cach differed. 
Some wore pert-tinc volunteers; others professionals enlisted for 
differcnt periods of tire. But every brench, cvery depertuont, every 
ncrbcr wes an integral piece of the whole organization. 


"It would be ຣນ ເ dey if the SS end nolics fell out. 
It would be en Gay if the Lain Officcs, performing 
their tesks Wcll nceningiy but mistakenly mode themselvcs 
indcpendent by cach zc vine t downwerd chzin of commend, ມໍ 
rerlly think the t x the dey of my overthrow would be thc enq 
of the SG, It must be, and so come ebout, thet this SS 
orgrnizetion with €11 its brenches = the Gcncrcl-95 which 
is the corron basis of ^il of thom, the Wrffon-55 ea 
reguler uniforrcd police (Ordnungspolizei), the stp, (with 
the whole cconoric sdministretion, schooling, idcological 
training, the whole question of kincrcd), is, even under 
the tenth Rcichsfuchrer-S5 one bloc, one body, one organizas 
tion." 


191°-PS. Hirmlcer's ci SS Gru»ncnfuchrers at Posen 
—— —— <-- ---. ES > 
p. 103 (translation v. 8). 


G 


1. The Allgemeines SS (General SS) - 


The Allecneine thet is, Gencral-SS was the common basis - the 
main stem fron which the various bra: 
oll members of tho 535 who did 
ches. Except f ligh ranking officers and 
Offices of the Supreme Commend, its members 
were pert-tine voluntcers. 
"The Allgemeine SS, es the continuetion of the originel 
E poli itical ~idcologicel fighting orgen, forms the ranks 
of the members of the SS who... . kecp watch over 
the ເມາ end embodiments of the Netionel Socialist 
iden, as if in time of bettle, At tho seme tine, 
they hr vc the tesk of keeping the members of ell 
units of the SS entrustcec with special dutics in 
a living reletionsnip with the Neticnal Socialist 
people's movement, end of preventing then from 
secluding or deteching themselves from thc whole 
moverent," 
1852-PS. Bcst, Dio Deutsche Polizei, p. 100. 
The Allgemeine SS wes the backbone of the cntire orgenizetion. 
ersonnel end officers of the Mein Departments of the SS Supreme 
Commend were members or this brench. ມໍຣ the evidence will show, 
Allgemcine So members were utilizcd in ell phscs of S5 activity. 
For exanplo, they were celled upon in the enti-Jewish pogroms of 1938, 


they took over the task of guarding concentration cemps during the 


ae % 
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wer, 


Ii. 


they participated in the colonizetion end resettlement progrer 
In short, the term "SS" nornelly meent the Allgeneine SS, 
Consistent with its cherecter 2s e £roup of “political soldiers" 


end its function es a "fighting organ” of the Party, it was orgenized 


on militery lines, from the platoon up to the regiment. The Reich 


1S divided into SS Obcrebschnitte (Districts), corrcsmonding roughly 


cech Obcrabschnitte being 
ccomposcà of two to four sub-districts (Abschnitte) within cech of 
o two tc four SS Stendrrtc (regiments), 
26L0-PS, Orcrnisctionsbuoen cer NSDAP (1943) p. 427. 


1092-PS, Himmler, „ Jescn und ZAufgrcbon cer SS unà der 
Polizci, ' publishec .n Netionalpolitischer 
Lohrgeng P 932), Be 1; 


d'Alquon, Dic So, 
ki 22 


Best, Dic Deutsche Polizei, p. 104. 
Sate et, SOLLZOL 


i 
Until efter tho beginning of thi wor, it constituted the fulk of 


the entire SS orgrnizetior In Jrnucry 1933, when there were no 


branches, tc totel SS nesburship wes ebout 
2284-PS, 


In 1939, the Allegenet cf 240,000. 


or, with the cxeeption of those in the mein depe 


ຮ ຮ Pere Cnrrendk 
yy ouprene vorrmend 


rede subject to compulsory 


litery service in the Ammy 


+ -, ເ 


Hitler Ordor, 17 August 1938, 
nization eng nobilizetion of Ss, 


+ 
numcricel strength declincd, 


icichsfuchrors-SS (Sccurity 


າ 


Service) 


The Sicherhcitsdicnst des icichsfuchrcr-S5 (Sceurity Service) 


originetod in 1931, not as ເ seperate branch, but cs c function 
perforred by rogulte ກ nen 
1992-P5. Hirrlor, "Wesen unc Aufgabe cer SS und der 


Polizic", published in irtionelpolitischor 
Lehreeng (1937), pe 151. 


During the perioc preceding the eceession of the Nazis to power 
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it was developed uncer Reinherd Heydrich, its Uhicf, into ດ powcr- 
ful end scientific espionage system. On 9 June 1934, ເ few weeks 
before the »urge of tho SA, ຂ deerce of the defendent Hess, Deputy 
of the Fuchrer, mde it the sole intelligence end counter-intelli- 
gence egency in the NSDAP. 
2284-PS. d'Alqucen, Dic SS, p. 13. 
1680-PS. Article, "lO Years of Security Police 
nublishee in the official 
Deutsche Polizei, Vol. 
cf the SS, the officiels enc agents of the SD were SS 


morbers. 
1680-PS. Article, "10 Yer Securit; C o ond SD." 


In rddition to full-time officiels and «erplcyc: ie SD included = 
as cic thc Allgvmeine SS - "members 
their civilien occupe tions end who 
honorery &:ployses." 
1852-PS. Best, Di: Doi utsche F 

The subsequent developrcnt of the SD e 
to tho Security Police cre ciscusse? 

3. 

The affen SS w 

for wer. 
stretegicel md tacticel 
ຄ pert of the SS, wes recruitcd, tr^incc ‘errinisterec and supplicd 
@ through the SS Suprene Commend 

the SS, wes subject to the jurisdiction of 

The crertion ເມຕ development of the J/effoen SS is derlth with 

subsequent section of this bricf, 

4. The S3 Totenkopf Vcrbconde 

The SS Totenkopf Verbnends were units erected for the purpose 
of serving as gurrds for concentrrtion ecrrips tnd com «d of SS 
ricmbcrs who enlisted in this ໂກະ :. ດ: vor z.riods of 4 to 12 yerrs. 
In accordance with the designretion of the unit, rembers wore tho 
Death's Heed insignie of skull end erossbones. Liembers reecived 
full militrry treining, were fully crmed end were rcgulrerly 
gcrrisoned ເໃ the verious concentretion crmps. 


ມ. Sw 
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Himmler, "Wegen und Aufgebe der SS und der 


Polizei," published in Netionr lpolitischer 
Lohrgrng (1937), p. 151. 
228,-PS, d'Alquen, Die SS, p. 20. 


2164-PS, Nrtionrlsoziolistischcs Jehrbuch (1940), 
pp. 370, 271. 


They were under the juriscict 


647-PS. Scorct Fitlor Order, 17 
orgrnizetion end robilizrction 


Their immedicte corrender wes the rFuchrcr dor 55 
under Konzentrrtionslrgor (Lender of SS ມີເ th Here 
centrrtion Cemps), Leter refcrred to es "Inspekteur der Konzentre- 
tionsl: ser" (Inspector of Conecntr: tion Cerps/, en officiel in the 
SS Mein Office (SS Hr 2 depnrtrent cf the SS Suprune Commend. 
* 228L-F3. d juen, Jic SS, 
Tho crection, developrent cnad ectiviti of the SO Totenkopf 
Vcrbeendc rro celt with in 
DB. L3, Ik lufro,. 
x SS (hoiohnsfuchrunce-55) 
structure of the 585 follo ws fror: its renifold dutics. 
ມແ hrcr SS is in LI d of th whole 95. for 
of crrrying out his ordcrs nonc ຕດ 
SS rné the Police nd for the other meni- 
fold dutics ecssignic to hi: 1, uses thc i rin Offices 
(Heuptacnter) cf the < 
(Roichsfuchrung SS 
x 26ມ0< 5. Orernisrtions 
The Roiehsfucnrung-898 eacvolopcod 
Mein Offices (sco list in Netionalsoziclistisches Jchrbuch (1937) 
p. 170) to 12 in 1943. signetion of thcse Wein Officos end 
the principel functions of ccch 
of these hein Offices anc the principal fune 
in Appendix 4 of this bricf. 
Regional Cormend of the SS, 
In cefinite regions Gr gcnarc liy corresponcing in ero& to 
tho Militery Districts in Gerorny ( cnrzrcisc) lcoadership of 611 
units of the SS was cxerciscd by the Elgher oo end Police Leader 
(Hocherer SS end Polizcifuchrcr known es EHo5Pf) appointed for the 
region. He supervised ເ 11 units of tho SS end the Police within 


his district. 





1852-TS. Best, Die Deutsche Polizei, pp. 43, 90, 9h. 
261,0-PS.. Orranisetionsbuch der NSDAP (1913), p. A27. 


III. CRIMINAL FUNCTIONS 
AND ACTIVITIES 


Ae General Function 
After the accession of the Nazis to power, the official, announced 
mis sion of the SS was extended from protection of the Fuehrer to guaranteeing 
the internal security of the Reiche 
2640-18. Orzanisationsbuch der NSDAP (1943) pe 417 
Z28L-TS. d'Alquen, Die SS, p. 13 
This task was officially defined by Himmler as follows: 


"Vo shill unremittincly fulfill cur task of being the 
guarantors of Germany's security internally just as the 
Wehrmacht assures the honor, greatness and peace of 

the Reich against the outside world. We shall see t 
it that the Jewish-B.lshevist revolution of sub- 

humans shall never again be rekindled in Germany, the 
heartland of Europe, either internally or by emissaries 
from abroad, We shall act as a ruthle 3558 Sword against 
all those forces T 358 existerce and whose ways we 
know, whenever they make the least attempt, either 
today or in decad es or in centuries to wm." 


1851-19. Himaler, Die Schutstaffcln als anti- 
bolschei wistische Kampforzenizztion, p. 29. 
Insuring tle dominanee of National Socialist regime and its ideology 


າ 


involved the extension of SS activities into the police field and into all 
types of measures directed acainst internal opponents or potential opponents 


of the regime, But it also involved participation in military and other 


NT 


measures for oxtendin- Nazi dominance externally and in securing Nazi 


control over the conquered areas, 
Functions cf the SS thus came to cover numerous fields an 
functiorod as its representative in carrying out his cuties. 


"whether he is empl 2790 n the ficlc of battle in the 
livisions of the Armed-SS, or whether he fights as an 
officer or soldier f the army, whether he has been 
detailed as unit or part af the police, aml serves 
the inner orcer of the Reich, or whether he fights 
"ain: st ths enemies of the State as a manber of the 
Security Service, or whether he labcrs in tbe frame- 
work of the hist- ric mission, which has been carried 
over to the Reichsfuehrer SS as Reich-Commissioner 
for the Consolidation of German Nationality, or 


whether he is professionally with the hone-frort", 
2163-PS. Nationalsozialistisches Jahrbuch (1941), 
stion ani Activities as a Police Organization 

Functions -- 

function of the SS as a police crranization was twofold: 


10 - UMMA 
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(a) it operated through one of its branches, the Security Service (SD), as the 
Principal intelligence and counter-intelligence system of the State, and (b) 
it "penetrated" qr becare "fused" with the entire police system so that lines 
of distinction between SS and the police became undefinable, 

By 1934 Himmler, the Reichsfuchrer SS, had become the chief of separate 
Secret political police faeces in all the states of Germany except Prussia, 
and Deputy Chief of the Gestapo in Prussia, 

1992-PS. Himmler, "Wesen und Aurgabe der SS und der Polizei", 
published in Nationalpolitischer Lehrgang (1937), 


pp. 154, 155, 
1852-PS. Best, Die Deutsche Polizei. p. 86, 


On 17 Jure 1936, he was appointed to the new post, the reby created, of 
Reichsfuehrer SS und Chef der Deutschen Polizei in Reichsministerium des Inner 
(Reich Leader of the SS and Chief of the German Police in the Ministry of the 

45 Interior), 


2073-PS. Decree on the Establishrent of a Chief of the Gerran 
Police, Reichsgesetzblatt, I (1936) pp. 487, 488. 


The reason for thus combining in one office the two positions of leadership 
of the SS ard of the police, was to establih a permanent relation between 
the SS ard the police ard rot a rere "transitory fusion of personnel", 
1852-PS. Best, Die Deutsche Polizei, p. 85 
As Hitler subsequently stated in an order of 17 Aum st 1938: 
"By means of the nomination of the Reichsfu ihrer SS am Chief 
of the Gerran Police in the Ministry of the Interior on June 


l7th 1936 (Reichscesetzblatt I, ». 487), I have created the 
basis far the unification aic reorganization of the Germ police, 


$% "With this step, the Schutzstaffeln af the NSDAP, which were 
under the Reichsfuehrer SS ard Chief of the German police 
even up to now, have entered into close connection with the 
duties of the Germen police." 
647-PS. Secret Hitler Order, 17 August 1938. 
Himmler created a new branch of the Reich police, the Sicherheitspolizei 
(Sipo or Security Police), embracing all criminal police faces (Kripo) and 


all secret state police (Gestapo) in the Reich. He designated as chief of 


the Security Police Richard Heydrich who was at that time the head of the SD. 


NN 





1551-PS. Decree Assigning Functions in Office of Chief (ເ 
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of German Police, Reichsministerialblatt, (1936), 
pp. 946-948, 


Through Himmlerts double capacity as leader of the SS ard head of the entire 
Police system, and through Heydrich!s double capacity as head of the SD and 
of the Socurity Police, unified personai control over the SS and the Security 
Police was established, 

In September 1939 the Reichssicherheitshauptamt (Reich Main Security 
Office), commonly known as RSHA, was created and in it the criminal police, 
the Gestapo am the SD were all combined, 


1-361. Order of Himmler, 27 Septerber 1939, establishing 
the RSHA, 


The Reichssicherheitshauptamt was rot only a department in the Ministry 
of the Interior under the Chief of the German Police, but simultaneously 
one of the Main Offices in the Supreme Command of the SS. Thus organizational 


0: between SS ard Sccur ity Police was achieved, 


26L0-PS. Organisatiorsbuch der NSDAP (1943), p. 419, par. 4 
Similarly the departzent cf the Crdnungspolizei (Regular Policc) in the Reich 
finistry of the Interior was also at the same time a departuent in the 
Supreme Command of the 38, 

2540-PS. Organisationsbuch der ‘SDAP (1943) p. 420, par, 2 

dtAlquen. Die SS, pe 16 
Best, Die Deutsche Polizei, pe 9L. 


Organizational unity of SS and police was extended from the highest head- 


0 ..:.: to regioni levels through the creation of post of Hoeherer SS und 


Polizeifuehrer (HSSPf or Higher SS ard Police Leader), This official was 
appointed for a regional area corresponding to a Wehrkreis (Military District) 
in Germany (and, after the war, in districts in occupied territories), He 

was directly responsible to Himmler and supervised not only all SS units in 

the region, but also all units of the police. Subordinate to him were the 
regional commander of the SS (Stabsfuehrer SS) the regional commander of the 
Security Police and SD (Befehlshaber der Sicherheitspolizei und des SD, or BdS) 
and the regional commander of the ordinary police (Befehlshaber der Ordnungs- 
polizei, or 800 ) , thereby establishing a single command over all SS and police 


forces in the region. 
1852-PS. Best, Die Deutsche Polizei, pp. 90, 9A. 
26/,0-PS, Organisationsbuch der NSDAP (1943), p. 421 
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In addition, unity of personnel ulso wis achieved to « large degree 
by filling vacancies in the police vith 55 kenbers, by enrollin;; in the 
SS members of tle police who meet SS requirements, by identical ideological 


training of SS members and police in SS schools, and by requiring all new 


candidates for the police to be drawn from the SS. I | TAI 
1852-PS. Best, Die Deutsche Polizei, pp. 95, 96 H1142 —0027 


1992A-PS. Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 
Polizei", published in Nutionalpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), p. 156. 

1637-PS. Order of Himmler, 23 June 1938, Acceptance 
of Members of Security Police into the SS, 
1938 Reichsministerialblatt, p. 1089. 

"Thus the SS and the Police form a unit, both in their 

structure ard in their activity, although their in- 

dividual organizations have not lost their true 

individuality and their position in the larger units 

of the Party ard State administration... " 


e 


"In the relationship between the Police ard the SS, 

the principle of the '!orderly! penetration of an _ 

organization of the National order /i.e. the Police/ 

has been realized for the first time to the final 

out come through the supporters of the National 

Socialist movement." 

1852-PS, Best, Die Deutsche Polizei, pp. 94, 95 
In effect both the SS ard police became agencies of Hinmler in his mal 
capacity as Reichsfuehrer SS and Chief of the German Police, 

2. Criminal Activities - 

The major criminal activities of the SS as a police organization, in- 
cluding the activities of the SD and of the Security Police, are dealt with 
in the brief on the Gestapo. 

C. Functions and Activities With Respect to Concentration Camps. 
l. Functions - 
&. The establishment and classificution of concentration camps 

end the issuance of orders to confine ard to release persons therefrom 
was a function originally possessed ard exercised by the Gestapo. after the 
creation of the Reichsicherheitshauptamt (Reich Security Main Office) in 1939, 
this function was exercised by that office. This point is dealt with in the 
brief on the Gestapo and SD. Since RSHA was one of the main offices of 
the SS Supreme Command, 

2640-PS. Organisationsbuch der NSDAP (1943) p. 419. 

1852-PS,. Best, Die Deutsche Polizei, p. 94 


these functions were necessarily functions of the SS. 


b. The SS, however, possessed additional functions with respect 


to concentration camps, From 1933, with the initial establishment of the 
e 25 un 





concentration ce:p s 


ing of guards for co 


i IT 


System, until the end of the war the furnish- 


neentretion cémns was function of the 85. 
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Activities in Carrying Out Func tions 
a Ill treatment, torture ard murder of prisoners by camp 

personnel - The details as to tho criminal acts and atrocitics comnitted 
in concentration camps by guards ard other camp personnel have been 
presented in the case on Concentration Camps, That these acts wore not 
mere sporadic instances of brutality committed by irresponsible individuals 
but ລ part of a definite SS policy is indicated by the fact that they 
occurred in all camps and over a period of years. The personnel involved 
were SS members, who, like all manbers of that organization, were 
disciplined and required to swear complete obedience to their leaders, 

2610-PSG. Orgenisationsbuch der NSDaP, (1943), p. 418 
Moreover, the guards of concentration comps were especially selected and 
trained for their task. With respect to these guards, the SS Totenkopf 
Verbaende, (Death Head Units) the Nazi Party Yearbook offici-lly stated: 

"Here it is not only th matter of being a soldier, 

but, beyond that, of being a character who is able to 

defy any adversity and keep immuns against any 

temptations which may approach him. Only the best 

human material con stand up to service in this troop, 

material vhich has been selected with regard to 

character ard hereditary capacity. During the last 

year, as in all years of existence, the force recoivod 

the spiritual armament for their daily activities by 


quiet working, schooling ard training... ." 


Notionalsozizlistische Jahrbuch (1940) 
pe 37, 371. 


p 
t 
Lawlessness was officially countenanced and encouraged from the earliest 

period, At the very outset of the concentration camp system, in May 1933, 


SS guirds ill treated and murdered inmates in their charge. 


6h1—PS. Report, 1 June 1933, to Public Prosecutor 


General in Munich of Murder of Dr. Strauss 
in Dachau by an SS Guard. 

612-PS. Same as to murder of Hausmann 

644—PS. Same as to murder of Schloss 

645-PS. Same as to murder of Nefager 


1216-PS, Original typewritten memorandum of Winterberger 
Public Prosecutor, re above murders, 


Despite the attempts of the local public prosecutors to bring those 
murders to justice, the proceedings were frustrated by higher SS and 
police officials. 


1216-PS. Original typewritten memorandum of 
Winterberger, Public Prosecutor. 
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Regulations issued by the SS Commandant of Concentration Camps, pro- 
vided for arbitrary punishments of inmates by SS authcritics in control 
of th: camp am encouraged the free use of firearms by 53 gurds against 
prisoners, 


778-PS. Original typewritten document, 1 October 1933, 
of Disciplinary and Penal Regulations for Dachau 
and Service Regulations for Camp Personnel, with 
typewritten signature of Eicke, "Kormandant der 
Konzentrationslager," 


In 1936, because of the cort inued shootings of innates by SS guirds, the 


Minister of Justice urged the issuance of regulations restricting the use 
of firearms by guards. 


781-PS.  Typowrittun mencrandun, 9 Faren 1936, by 
Minister of Justice, Guertner, of conference 
with Himmler, initialed "a", 


Such a restriction was final ly imposed in 1938 because too many people 
were killed "trying to fleo", but was revoked two months later when an 
SS guard was killed by an inmate, 


782-PS. Typewritten copy of letter, 16 Muy 1938, 
to Minister of Justice, with typewritten 
signature of Himmler, 


The flegging of prisoners was authorized in regulations isswd by WVHA 


letter fron Office of Chief of Deportuent 
D, WVHA, 11 August 1942, as to flogging of 
prisoners, signed Gluecks, 


and the extcrmimtion of classes of prisoners by SS Camp personnel directed. 


1151-PS. Letters and telegrams to and from WVHA 
as to "Action 14F13" from files of Gross 
Rosen Concentration Camp. 


Photostat of letter, 27 April 1943, to 
commendant of Gross Rosen Carp from 
Department D of WVHA, sigred Gluecks " 
providing th.t "action 14F13" be applied 
only to insane. 

SS personnel functioned as executioners of inmates of the camps. 


1152-PS, Original letter, 11 November 1941, to Commandant 
of Concentration Camp Gross Rosen, with signature 
(illegible) of "Der Inspekteur der Konzentrations- 
lager", authorizing gift to executioners at Gross 
Rosen Conc entrution Camp. 
The resulting widespread and continued terroristi acts of camp 
personnel, which increased with the beginning of the war ani the reafter, 


was thus a systematic am official SS program, 
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Lxpnloitetion cf thc lebor of concentration cemp iniuetes, = 
OO ttt t tu SSN t —— +<-. 
concontrrtion eci.ps were converted into lerge scale eco- 
Coincicent with trensfer of thc Lenagoent of 
the carps to the SS Heononiec end Adiinistretion Lein Offioc (WVHA), 
the Chief of thet office in a lotter tc Hirler stetec: 
"The custody of prisoners for thc so reason of security, 
education cr prevention is nc long ne rein considere tion. 
The erphesis has shifted to ceoncr iorestiocns," 


Letter, 20 April 1942, from Chicf of WVHA tc 
Signsture of SS Obcrgrupncnfuchror 


To srry out this progren, ho issus? 

renders as tco their duties with respect to "tho renergenent of a 
concentretion errp enë of ell the ceononic cntorpriscs of the 3S 
within its sphere cf orgenizetlon," with the proviso thet "therc 
no lirit tc working hours" enë thet "eny circunstnrces which may 
result in ບ shortcning of working hours (c.g. neels, roll calls) 


to be restricted to the .ini.u. which ernnot be 


rculer letter, 30 April 1942, to all concentrertion 
>p collenacers, fror Office of Chief of WVHA. 


Through the vo! e ar. of the ©, ecditionel prisoners fit 
for work were trensferred to ccncentr: tion caps to build up © 
reservoir of free labor, 

1063-D-FS. Circuler r. Leogrtph letter, 16 Decer-ber 1942. ໄດ 

ell Gostepo, mincogrrnhea sign turo of l.ucller, 
Chict of Gestene. 
Photostet letter, 

Mircogreph ] :2 June 1943, sarne ຕສ ebovc. 


5 August 194 
, Of wor 


3, to all SS rein depértrcnts 
cn end children tc 


-] 2/, . Minutes cf Discussions wit} Fuchrcr on 6 end 7 April 
1944, signee by ຽງງ“, 2; De 35, 
The innates were utilizce by the SS for werk in privete industry 
"né in incustriel cesteblish-cnts of its own. 
1584-PS. (1) Doo. II, Report, 22 Fubr fry 1944, to himuer, 
Signeture Fohl, es to use of concentretion cap 
inietes in eirorcft procuction progren, 


(2) Doc. II A, renorendun, 8 serch 1944, to Pohl, 
Signed by Himnm.ler, 


to Goering, 
signed F 
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The SS regarded the labor of concentration camp inmates on SS asset, 


1918-PS. Himmler's speech to officers of SS Leibstandarte 
"Adolf Hitler", p. 3. 


It claimed and was authorized an allotment of a 3 to 5 percent of the 
products of concentration canp labor as compensation for allowing the use 
of inmates therefor, 


R-124. Minutes of conference with the Fuehrer on 
September 20-22, 1942, signed by Speer, p. 34. 


D. Furctions and Activities ‘ith Respect to Military Preparations for 
Aggressive Var. 

From 1933 until the beginning of the war the SS was organized, trained 
and prepared to operate as an instrument of war, The Allgemeine SS - which 
constituted the bulk of the SS -- served as a training corps ard reserve 
for the Army. It was organized in military formations from platoon up 
through the higher echelons, 

1992A~PS, Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 
Polizei", published in Nationalpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), p. 142. 
Its manbers were principally selected from young men of military age. 
1992A-PS. Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 


Polizei", published in Nationalpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), p. 142. 


228L-PS. d'Alquen, Die SS, pn. 18 
As Himmler pointed out to the Wehrmacht, they were required to undergo the 
most strenuous physical training. 
1992A-PS, Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 
<>.<-<-<< < > ໄວ 
Polizei", published in Nationalpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), pp. 142, 145. 
They wore uniforms, were sworn to cbedience to their leaders ard trained in 
military discipline. 
1992A-PS. Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 
Polizei", published in Nationalpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), 
In 1938 and early 1939 the occupation of Austria, Czechoslovakia and 


Memel provided a new source of strength far the Allgemeine SS, Existing 


units in those territories were assumed into the SS or new regiments created. 


2164-PS. Naticnalsozialistisches Jahrbuch (1940) p. 366, 


In 1939, dtAlquen, the official spokesmen for the organization stated: 
"The strength of the Allgemeine SS, 240,000 men, is 


subdivided to-day into 14 Districts (Oberabschnitte) 
38 sub-districts (Abschnitte), 104 infantry regiments, 
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10 mounted regiments, l4 communicction battalions, and 
9 engincer battalions, as well as motorized and medical 
units." 
228L-PS, d'Alquen, Die SS, p. 20 
In addition to the Allgemeine SS - which served as a paramilit.ry 
formation - the SS also created, beginning in 1933, special units of pro- 
fessional full time soldiers. These combat forces originated in the 
Leibstandarte (Body Guard Regimert) "Adolf Hitler", established in the 
spring cf 1933, to which were soon added additional regiments and 
battalions, They were known collectively as the SS Verfuegungstruppe and 
were composed of SS manbers with the best "political" training. 
2264-15. atalquen, Die 3S, pp. 14, 15, 19, 20 
 2640-TS. Organisaticnsbuch der NSDAP, pp. 427a, 4276 
1992.--18 . Himmler, '""eson und Aufgabe der SS uni cer 
Polizei", published in Nationolpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), pp. 145, 146. 
By àugust 1938, they had increased to four regiments, 2 motorcycle 


units, on engincer battalion, a signel battalion and 4 medical unit. 


6L,7-PS. Secret Hitler Order, 17 Augst 1938, as to 
organ ization ana mobilization of the SS. 


228L-PS. dtAlquen, Die SS, pp. 14, 15 
An additional source of professional combat troops was the SS 
Totenkopf Verbaende, tre oncentretion camp guards (referred to pp. 8, 14 
sup r2). Like members of the SS Verfuegungstruppe, manbers of these guards 
enlisted fo a definite period of service, were armed, garrisoned and 
received military training. 
228ມ-15. dtalquen, 


2164-PS. Nati onalsozialistisches Jahrbuch sh (1940), pp. 
340. 31 2 


Moreover SS officer and officer candidate schools wore created to train 
officers and non-commissioned officers to lead these forces, 
2284—PS. dtalquen, 
19925-TS. Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der 
Polizei", published in Nationalpolitischer 
Lehrgang (1937), pe 160. 
While these SS combat forces wre neither a part of the Wehrmacht nor 
of the police, 


647-PS. Secret Hitler order, 17 august 1938, 
organization and mobilization of the 


€ 2% 
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they were as fully trained and prepared for combat as professional units 
of the Army. They served for 4 years, a longer period than the required 
compulsory military service in tho Army ard their service counted as ful- 
fillment of the requirement for compulsory military service. 


647-PS. Secret Hitler order, 17 August 1938, as to 
organization and mobilization of the SS, 


26L0-PS. Organisationsbuch der NSDAP (1943), p. 427 a 


In August 1938 an order was issued by Hitler to "delineate the common 
tasks of the SS am of the Wehrmacht" in the evert of mobilization. By 


the terms of this order tle SS Verfuegungstruppe, the SS Totenkopf Vorbaende 


and reinforeoments therefor, am the SS officer schools were exempted from 
the requirement - to which all other members of the SS were made subject - 
of compulsory service in the Army in the event of war. The order further 
provided tk t in the interim "the final aim is complete mctorization of 
all Standarten (regiments) am independent units", 


647-PS. Secret Hitler Order, 17 August 1938, as to 
organization ani mobilization of SS. 


Pursuant to this directive, these SS troops were motorized, new units were 
added and intensive training undertaken during the winter of 1938-1939 and 


the summer of 1939. 
2161-PS. Nationalsozielistisches Jahrbuch (1940), p. 367 
2163-PS. Netionulsoziulistisches Jahrbuch (1941), p. 192 
In the meantime both the SS Verfuegungstruppe and the SS Totenkopf 
Verbuende, operating under the tactical commend of the army, took part in the 
occupation of Austria, the Sudetenlond, and Bohentia-lforavia, 
2164-PS. Nati onalsozislistisches Jahrbuch (1940), pp. 366,367 
2163-PS. Nationulsoziulistisches Jahrbuch (1941), p. 192 


388-PS. "Plan Green", De 61, Order of Supreme Commanc of the 
Armed Forces, 28 September 1938, as to use of SS 
Totenkopf Verbuende, signed Jodl, 


Their preparedness as combat troops was finally demonstrated in the 
attack on Poland. 
Thus these combat units carried out the function for which they had been 
initially created: to enable volunteers "to fight in war with arms in hanc 
for the realization cf the National Socialist idea"; 

26,0-TS. Organisstionsbuch der NSDAP (1943), pe 427 a 
so that the SS might not be prevented from participating in the "great all 
embracing tasks in difficult times demanding the effort of the vhole people 
externally". 

228L-TS. a'alquen, Die SS, p. l4 


ud 
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E. #unc tions 6 

l. Functions : or the beginning of the wer ອ11 combat SS 
units (which origineted in the SS Verfueaungstruppe and 
Totenkopf Verbeende discussed in the preceding, section) came to 
be known collectively es the Waffen SS (Armed SS). Lxisting units 


were brought un to division strength &nd new divisions were added. 


26h0-PS. Orgenisationsbuch Ger NSDAP (1943) pp. 427 a 


strength of the SS army, volunteers 
ited throughout 


manual for Ss 


part of the whole SS, The 
Hitler order coverings the function of the SS in the event of 
mobilization nrovided that if placec under the comzand of the 
it “remains a unit of the DAP politically." 


Secret Hitler Orcer, 17 August 1236, as to 
orgenization end mobili cation of S5. 


supply of the 
throughout the we nsinec the function of the Supreme 
of the 
NSDAP (1943), p. 
SS Soldatenfreund 
organized, edministered and supplied through the SS Opera- 
(SS Fuhrungshsuptemt), in which cepartment wes its 
Command Heedauerters. 
datenfreund (1943) p. 21. 


Other functions relating to it were performed by the different 


departments i ie ລຽ supreme Command. 


Ger NSDAP (1943), pp. 420, 421. 
0 


pp. 20, 


Further, although the mobilization orcer provided thet the .affen 
SS while under Army conmen should be subject to all military laws 
relating to the Arny, 


617 -PS. Score x5. I je i as to 
orge t j 


subsequent decrees provided thet neubers of the affen 55 should 


et to the jurisdiction of military tribunéls, but 


-22- ຕ 
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should be adjudged in the nere of the Reichsfuehrer So 
Legal Office (Hauptamt SS Gericht) a department of the SS 
Commend. 


October 1939, Reichsgcsetzblatt 
etzblatt 


- The ideological treining of the /effen SS 
s military force, suitable for performing 
ci elizec addition to normél combat duties. Units 


of Veffen SS were employed as part of the Linsatzkommando groups 


v 


in wholesale extcrningetion of Jews and tho 
Eastern occupied territories. 


L-180. Report by SS Brigade fuehrer Stahlecker on 
activities of E! tz Group Sn Trom eg? to 
October 1941, showing ງ Waffen SS 
units. 


Report by SS Genera roop on destruction of 
Warsaw Ghetto 'Oving p: lcipation of affen SS, 


Himmler speech to officers of 5S Leibstandarte 
Adolf Hitler, pres oos actions of vaffen SS 
units in externinetion of Foles. 


172-PS, Criginal letter, 14 October 1941, from Chief 
of SS peeve tions Headcuarters to Himmler re- 
porting on executions of Czechs by Jaffen SS, 
carrying out its normal militery operations units of the 
stions of thc laws of 
unermed pris ers of war. 
Court. of 
ing 20 instances 
pri soners in 


y, franc ce, 
35 ຈຫ 


functions and Activities with Rospect to Planning and Executing 


l. Functions = The fundamental principle of the SS was the 


superiority of "Nordic" blood, the necessity of its continuance 
end the extermination of all sources which might "dilute" or 
"Seint™ it. 
"losen und Aufgabe der SS und der 
go shed in Wationalpolitischer 


” (1937), Me 138. 


.Himmler, Die Schutzstaffeln als anti- 
bolschewistische Kampforganisation, pp. 20, 21, 31. 
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Himmler's speech to SS Grunpenfuchrers (SS 
G-nerels) in Poznan (4 October 1943), v». 70. 


Hirmler's speech to officers of SS 
Leibstandarte "Adolph Hitler" at Metz, 
De Les 
The objective wes to make the SS an elite group according to 
Nazi racial ຂ] Lologica 1cories and through it to assure 
continued Nazi over Germany and surone for future 
gencrations. The carrying out of this long term objective 
involved an original careful racial selection of SS members, 
insuring the future continuance of this elite group, indoctrinat- 
ine them in racial corics anc utilizing them to execute those 
thcorios. 
ແ. The racial and 
cmbership in the SS ane the eoncitions imposed upon rarriage 


4 
! 


slite, have been dealt 


3, ມ supra). 


In addition to these measures, intensive efforts wore made to 


WV V 
guarentce the perpetuation of SS stock nen were directed 
to heve a multiniicity 


for a good and sound rerriscc being fou hose being unable 


47 


to have children of their own wore ordered to 


and herediteriliy healt hildr end aducate them along 
lines of 


Reichsfuehrer SS, 13 September 
1011: for found of "Lebensborn" 
ion, quoted in 8S Soldatenfreund 
250 


To insure procreetion of S3 offspring, Himmler, in an order 


to the whole So and police in october 1939, urgec the bearing 


of good blood can fulfill 
ering children out of 
5 going to the front = not 
promiscuity but out of a deep sense of 
ethics." 


າາ 
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(1) Order te the whole SS end Police, 
28 Octoter 1939, issucd by Himmler, 
qvotod in SS Soléatenfreund (1943) 
ps 29. 


Orĉer to mumbers of thc 53 and 
Polic., 30 Jenusry 1940, issued by 
iiimmler, quoted in SS Soldetenfreund 
(1943), p. 21. 
Fincliy in 1942, £3 soiClers were withdrewn fron thc front so 
thet they could produce many chiléren of good blooa as 
possible . . . and guatantoo thu continustion of ftheir/ 


ancestors cnc fo ilios within a yar." 


22-f3. 


— 


Order to tho Lest Sons, 15 August 
2, issucd by Himmlur, quoted in 
3 


> 
S3 Soléeetenfround (1942), p. 35. 


b. The formulation end administration of £5 
racisl policies wa né function of the SS iiece and 


Settlement main offices ; Rasse und Sicdlunshauptamt), 


one of the oldest cend nost important departments in the 55 


Supreme Commend. 


1092-A-P3. Fimrlor, “wosin und Aufgabe der SS und 
čer Polizci", published in National- 
politischer Lehrgang (1937), 
Phe 152, 153. 


2640-F3, Orernisetionsbuch dor NSDAP (1943), 
pe 420. 


insure the supnort of legitimate and illvgitinetc children 
SS nen, tho "Lobcnsborn” Organization wes crcatcd by the SS 
1939. 


2825-PS. Order of Himmler, 13 September 0936, 
providing for foundation of the 
orgenization *hebensvorn e. V.Y, 
quoted in SS Soléatunfreund (1943), 

n. 25. 


Ss mumbers verc treincd in Nazi ideology and 


26,0-PS.  Organisstionsbuch Gor NSDAP (1943), 
Dua dif. 
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"by his example , . . attracts and convinces at the same time the 
weak and the inconsistent vho have not yet gained the National 
Socialist ideology . . . ະ » One of his most eminent means of 
propaganda is the periodical "Das Schwarze Korps" (the Black Corps) 
e « . He has to we his influence so that it may be read by the 
whole people." 


26ມ0-55 . Organisationsbuch der NSDAP (1943) p. 418. 
2. Activities - The SS was not merely ຂ plarning and propagandizing agency, 


and were required to propagandize them, The SS member 


but ruthlessly carried these racial treories into practice, Thus, the SS 
served as an instrumert for carrying out the Nazi program of extermination of 
the Jews. As Himmler stated in a speech in 1943 tc the highest SS leaders: 


"I mean the clearing out of the Jews, the extermination of 
the Jewish race. It's ore of those things it is easy to talk 
about -- "The Jewish race is being exterminated", says one party 
member, "that's quite clear, it's in our program -- elimination 
of the Jews, and we're doing it, exterminating them." And then 
they come, 80 million worthy Germans, and euch ore has his 
decent Jew. Of course, the others are vermin, but this one is 
an A-1 Jew. Not one of all those who talk this way has witnessed 
it, not one of them has been through it. Most of you must know 
what it means when 100 corpses are lying side by side, or 500 or 
1000. To have stuck it out ard at tle same time - apart from 
exceptions caused by human wealmess -- to have remained decent 
fellows, that is what has rade us hard, ‘This is a page of glory 
in our history which has never been written am is never to be 
written, for we know how difficult we shouli have made it for 
ourselves, if - with the bombing raids, the burdens and the 
deprivations of war -- we still had Jews today in every town as 
secret saboteurs, agitators and trouble-mongers. We would now 


probably have reached the 1916/17 stage when the Jews were still 
in the Geman national body." 


1919-PS. Himmler speech to SS Gpuppenfuehrers at Posnan, pp. 64-67. 


Members of the Allgemeine SS, as well as of the Security Police ard tle SD, 
were utilized in the planned programs, in November 1928. 


37L-PS. Telegram, 10 Noverber 1928, to all Gestapo offices 
from Heydrich, Chief of Sipo end SD. 


The wholesale extemimtions of Jews and other parts of the native 
population conducted in Poland, the Baltic states and Russia were carried out 
by various components of the SS, The Einsatzkommanco groups engaged in these 
actions were composed of SS officers and men chosen fromthe Security Police, 
the SD, the Ordinary Police and the Waffen SS, 

L-180. Report by SS Brigade Fuehrer Stahlecker on 

activities of Einsera C4 <: + leu July 
to October 1941. 


1061-PS. Report by SS General Stroop on destruction of 
Warsaw Ghetto, 
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L-18. Report from SS Gruppenfuehrer to Higher 
SS and Police Leader as to Liquidation of 
Jews in Galicia, 1942-1943, p. 18. 
053-PS. Report from Koch, Rosenberg's Deputy, 
5 October 1941, referring to liquidation 
of Jews in Kiev. 
SS Police battalions (units of militerized SS police) played a part in 
similar extermination actions. 
R~135. Report, June 1943, by Kube Commissioner 
ຊ in Minsk as to slaughter of Russians 
by police battalion. 
1113-15. Final Report of Higher SS and Police Leader 
for the East, 6 November 1942, as to anti- 
partisan ope rations by police. 
“The Peichssicherheitshuuptamt (RSHA) operated cas vans for extermination 
purposes. 
501-PS. (1) Letter from SS Untersturmfuehrer Dr. Becker, 


16 May 1942, to SS Obersturmbannfuehrer 
Rauff, re. gas vans. 


na 


Letter from SS Hauptsturmfuehrer Truehe to 

RSH 11 y 15 dune 1942, re. gas vans. 

Letter from SS Obersturmbannfuehrer 

Dr. Schaefer to RSHA, 9 June 1942, re. 

gas vans. 
G. Functions and Activities with Respect to Evacuation and Resettlenent 
of Inhabitants of Conquered Territories. 

The permanent colonization of conquered territories, the destruction 
of their national existerce andthe } t extension of the German 
frontier were fundamental objects of the conspiracy. This involved a program 
for forcible evacuetion and resettlement of inhabitants of these regions 
who were cf doubtful racial stock or doubtful political loyalty, their 
"denationalization" and "reeducation" in purely German surroundings, and 
the colonization of evacuated areas by Germans, 

In carrying out this program hundreds of thousands of non-Germans were 
evacurtec from their hames and confined to concentration canps; 


Nationalsozialistisches Jahrbuch (1941), 
pp. 195, 196 


1352-P3. Report of Estate ສ, 22 May 1940, as to 
Geportetions of Poles. 


1166-PS. Letter from WHA, 15 august 1944, as to increased 
shipments cf prisoners to concentration camps. 


R-114. Memorandim of conference, 4 August 1942, of SS 
representatives as to evacuation of Alsations, 


and their property was confiscated for the benefit of the Reich. 


R-143. Himmler decree, 16 December 1939, confiscating 
cultural objects, 





R-92. Hinmler order, 15 April 1941, regarding (ເ 
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confiscation.of Polish real estate. 


1352-TS. Report of Estate Office, 22 Muy 1940, as 
to confiscation of Polish property. 


Persons of Geran blood who were Geemed capable cf "reeducation" were 
transferred to Germany, their property was seized, they were required to join 
Nazi organizations, and forbidden to marry without permission of police 
authoritics., If forcible measures for Germanization failed, they were 
imprisoned in concentration camps, 

R-112. Order of Reichsconmissiorer for Consolidation 
of Gorman Nationality, 16 Febrmry 1942, as to 
repatriation of German ethic groups. 


R-114. Memorandum of conferences, 4 August 1942, of 
SS representatives as to conviction of alsations. 


The SS was a logical agency for carrying out this evacuation and 
resettlement programe Formuletion of policies for carrying the SS racial 
principles into effect anl creatine a new peasantry through settling SS 
families on the soil had long been the task of one of its oldest departments 
of the SS, the SS Race and Settlement Main Office (SS Rasse und Siedlungs- 


hauptamt ). 


284-PS. atalquen, Die SS, p. 2h. 
On 7 October 1939, the Reichsfuehrer SS armi Chief cf the Germen Police, 
was appointed Reich Commissiorer for the Consolidation of German Nationality 
(Reichskommissar für die festicung des deutschen Volkstums). 


686-PS. Hitler Decree to Strengthen German Folkdom, 
October 7, 1939. 


In this capacity his first duty was 
"Lo evacuate the persons of German race from the Baltic 
countries and from the former Polish territories . .. 
in accordance with National Socialist iieology e . .. 
It was to be his further duty to begin the racial con- 
solidation and resettlement of the reclaimed German 
Eastern territories", 


2163-PS. Nationalsozialistisches Jahrbuch (1941), p. 195 


program was extended to other territories as they were occupied, 


A new departmert of the SS Supreme Command, the Staff Headquarters of 
Reich Conmissiorer for the Consolidation of German Nationality 
(Stabshauptamt Des Reichskonmissar fur die Festirung des Deutschen Volkstums) 
was created to make and to carry out plans concerning the resettlenent policy, 
"ospocially tle choice of human me terial to be settled", 
2640-PS. Orgenisationsbuch der NSDAP (1943), pp. 421, 422 
2163-TS, Nationalsozialistisches Jahrbuch (1941), pp. 194,195 


wu DU es 





Other departments of the SS Supreme Command, alrca?y existing, were 
also utilized: the SS Hauptamt Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle (Department for 
Repatrin tion of Germans), the SS Rasse und Siedlungshauptamt (SS Rac 
ani Settlement Office) anc the Reichssicherheitshauptamt (Reich Security 
Main Office - RSHA) were particularly concerned, 

2162-18. Nati onalsozialistisches Jahrbuch (1941), p. 195 


2640-TS. Organisationsbuch der NSDAP (1943), pp. 420,422 


R-114. Memorandum of conference, 4 august 1942, to 
formulate evacuation and resettlement program 
for Alsace attended by representatives of 


A 


principal SS departments. 


"Imigration centers" were set up to handle evacuations under the 
control of the Chicf of the Security Police and SD, the head of RSHA 


2163-FS. Nationalsozialistisches s Jahrbuch (1941), p. 195. 


I-A9. Affidavi of Otto Hoffman, Chief of SS Main 
Office ຕື Race and Settlement, 4 aurust 1945. 


Execution of the program on the regional level was the responsibility 
Leacers who utilized the Gestapo in this wrk, 
missioner for Consolidation 


of German Meta fere 16 ede 1942, as 
to repatriation of Polonized Germans, 


Participrtion in this task was a function carried on thr cuchout 


SS membership. 


"Numerous SS lead and SS men helped with untiring 
effort in bringing about this systematic migration of 
peoples which has no parallel in hist rye There were 
muny administrative difficulties which, however, were 
overcome due to the unbureaucratic working procedure. 
This was especially guaranteed above all by the 
employment of SS leaders," 


2163-FS. Nati nvlsozialistisches Jahrbuch (1941), p. 195 


Functions and Act lvities in Connection With Human Experiments 

Over a period of years experiments on livin: human beings were con- 
ucted in the concentration caups, uncer tho auspices of the Supreme 
Command of the SS, Personnel of the S perforred the experiments, and 

SS controlled and authorized the use of concentration camp inmates 


for such purposes, 


MN 





The program of human exoeriments originnted in a recuest by Dr, 
Sigmund Rascher to Himmler as Neichsfuehrer SS for rermiscion to utilize 
persons in concentration camps as material for exneriments with human 
beings in a »~ressure chamber, in connection with resc^rch he was con- 
ducting for the Luftwaffe, In making his recuest Ir, Rascher stated that 

"lo test with human matericl b-d yet been rossible 
with us, as such exveriments ere very canrerous and 
nobody offers himself," 


and that from such exoeriments "test ers ons can of course Cie", 


1602-PS, Photostat letter, 15 "ey 1°41, to 
Himmler, Dr, Rescher's prs ag 


Assurance that he would be allowed to utilize inmates for nis ex^eriments 
was promptly given to Pr, Rascher by “immler throw h the Personal Staff 
of the iieichsfuchrer S5 ‘Hauntamt Persoenlicher Stab), 


1582-rS, Phot ost at le! ter, 4 j 
Rascher, signature S3 urmban:ıfucehrer 
Brandt, 
The experiments were conducted, end Ceneral iield ‘'rshal Milch, on 
behalf of the Luftwaffe, expressed his thanks to the SS for assistance 


furnished in cormection with the ex^eriments, 


May 191.2, to Volfi, Chief 
s gneture of ;ilch, 


Dr, tascher end his associates, st the direction of 
SS, ecancuctee freezing exreriments on human beings at 


au, Auschwitz and Lublin Concentration Camns, 


L61E=PS, “hotostat revort of Freezing Ex eriments, 
15 august 1942, sign-ture of Dr, Rascher, 


Photostat letter, 15 November 1942, to 
General Field Marshal iilch, Himmler's 
signature, 


l6l2-P3, Photostat letter, 13 December 19/2, to 
Dr, Rascher, Himmler's signature, 


Dr. Rascher was transferred from the Luftwaffe to the Waffen SS so that 
his experiments could be under SS control, 
l617-PS, Photostat letter, 13 lovember 1912, to 

General [1610 '7rshal “1107 , Himmler's 

signature, 
To facilitate these experiments a new section of the Ahnenerbe Institute 
was created of which Rascher was made head, As will be seen from the 
chart the Ahnenerbe Institute was under the direction of the Personal 
Staff of the Reichsfuehrer SS, one of the nrincinal cevartments of 


tne s. ເ ມມມ 


H1142 - 





(ເ 


H1142 --0 
Seo also 1852-FS. Best, Die Deutsche Polizei, p. 85. 
Supplies and cauinment for the Rascher experiments were obtained 
Ahnoncrbc Instituto, the Reich Surgeon of the SS end 


and the SS Economics and Administretion bein Office 


1612-PS, Photostat lcttor, 13 December 1942, to 
Dr. Rascher, Uimmler's signature. 


s 


Exnpcriments with voisoned bullets were conducted by other 


SS doctors under the direction of the Reich Surgeon of the SS 


and Folice 
L-103. Letter, 12 Sontauber 1944, to Institut 
of Technical Cri minelity from 3S 
Overfuchrer Dr. Mrugowsky reporting 
experiment with akonitinnitrstc bulle 
on prisoners. 
hoquests for usc of inmates for 
were directed to and approved by the 


the SS Economic end Administ 


to 
rmba innfuchrer 


+5 November 1942, to 
himnler's signeture. 
from 
D of 
Concentr: tion 
or innates 
ico officially requested 
funds from the 1 istry of Finance for experimental laboratories 
for the warfen SS ihe request was grante because of his 
representation thet i6 SS had humen material for experimental 
purposes ^ aveilable to other institutions. 
Letter, 19 Dceonber , to Reichs 
Research Department e ssinistry of 
Finance, rerorting request of SS for 
additional funds. 
Letter, 26 Februery 1943, from Reich 


Surgeon of SS and Foliec to Reich Rescarch 
Derertment, stating requirement for funds. 





1953, to ;.ໂດໂຣໄວກ of 


25 Merch, 
o from Reich Eescerch Department, 
e thet funds should be granted, 


in thc SS. 


even were nombcers of the SS, to 
uckcl, Neurath, 


ie 
se s 
" 
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a 
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control of the Gerran government, as set forth in Count One, 
Par. IV (D) (1). The operetions of the SD, end of the SS 
Totenkopf Verbacnde in concentration cemps, were means used 

by the conspiretors to sceurc their regime and tcrrorizc their 
onnoncnts, es sot forth in Count One, Per. IV (D) (3) (b). ມຽງ 
cor.poncnts of th. SS »srticipstcd from the beginning in the 
preeren to exterminete the Jews, set forth in Count One, Par. IV, 


(3) (à). Through the Allecmeine SS as a pera-nilitory 


ation, end the SS Vcrfucesungstruppe and SS Totonkornf 
) c E + 


Verbecnde, es profes ne mbet f 68, the SS perticipated in 
the military preperetions for sggrcs 6 wer set forth in 
Count Onc, Pers IV (D) (3) (£f) 11 these units wore utilized 
in the invesion of Austrie, in 
thc invesion of, Czechoslovakia and in the attack on Poland, 
sct forth in Count One, Prr. ມ ) The inffon So participeted 
in the waging of aggressive war, set forth in Count Two. In 
of such wer ell components of the SS participneted in 
var crimes 
end Four, orrticulerly 
ilian vonule tions in occunicd territory, the 
ir end Germanizetion of occupied 
res the exclusive function and purpose of 
the SS te carry out the common objectives of the defendant 
conspirators, Its ectivitics in errrying out those functions 
mission of the crimes 
therefore the he Ss, by reason 
means usec. for the e€cconnlishment thereof, 
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Ihe Supreme Command of the SS (Reichsfucehrung-SS) 


p 


A statement ^f the departments which made up the Supreme Command of 
the SS in 1943 anc of the principal functions of each department is 
contained in the following: 


26L0-PS. Organisationbuch der NSDAP (1943) 
pp. 419-422, 


2825-PS. SS Soldatenfreund (1943) pp. 20-22. 
| departuents existing in 1944 are also listed in the following: 


2769-PS. Original Order of Battle of the SS, 
1 November 1944. 


Departrents are the followings: 


Pers"nlicher Stab des Reichsfuehrers-SS3 


Personal Staff of Reichsfuehrer SS) 


SS3-Haunptamt 
(SS Central Office) 


SS-Fuehrunzshzubtamt 
SS Operational Main Office) 


Reichssicherheitshauptamt 
SS Reich Security Main Office) 


9S-Rasse-und Sieclungshaupbtamt 
SS Race and Settlement Main Office) 


SS-"irtschafts-und Verwaltungshauptamt 
(SS Economic and administrative Main Office) 


SS-Pers-nalhauptamt 
Co T 


SS Personnel Main Office) 


Hauptant S3S-Coricht 


SS Iegal Main Office) 


Heuptamt Ordnungspolizei 


(Main Office for Order Police) 
Dienststelle SS-Obergruppenfuehrer Heissmeyer 
3-Obersrupvenfuchrer Heissmeyer 


Stabshauptamt ies Heichskommissors fuer die Festigung 
leutschen Volkstums 
(Staff HQ of the Reich Commissioner for the 
Consolication of German Folkdiom) 


Hauptamt Volksdeutsche Mitterstelle 
(Main Office for Ethnic Germans) 


The following description of the principal functions of the more 


important departments is taken from the Organisationbuch der NSDaP (1943) 


Dp. 419-422: 


ເ 


a. Hauptamt Persönlicher Stab RFSS (Department of the Personal Staff 
of the Reichsfuehrer SS), 


The Personal Staff developed from the Adjutantur of the Reiehsfuehrer- 


SS, Attached to it are further all authorities to which the Reichsfuehrer-SS 





has assigned the tasks of putting into effect special plans, The Chief of 
the Personal Staff is permanent liaison-officer of the Reichsfuchrcr-SS 
at the Headquarters of the Fuchrer. There he deals with all questions of 


the SS including the Armec-SS and the Police, 


b. SS Hauptamt (SS Central Office) 


The tasks of the SS Central Office are ideological and political 
direction, training, and education of the SS, recruiting for the whole SS 
and Police and those formations, which are attached to the SS, and the 
registration of the SS-members and their families, A further task is the 
bodily education of, and cultural care for, the SS, Of Special importance 
are formation and leadership of SS in Germanic countries, 

c. Reichssicherheitshauptamt (RSHa or Central Security Department) 

The Reich Central Security Department deals in its departments with 
organisatory, economic, technical matters and matters of personnel of the 
Security Police and the Security Service (SD). It is further the centre 
for the executive of the State Police an’ the Criminal Police and the 
central office of the information-network of the Security Service (SD). 

d S Rasse und Siedlungs Hauptamt (RuSHa or Race and Settlement 
Department) 

The SS Central Office for Race and Settlement deals in its departments 
with the racial selection of SS-recruitment, directs the choice of spouses 
by the SS-men anc furthers the founding of families of value from the view- 
point of herecitary biology and with many children, Suitable SS-men, 
who wish to settle as farmers, are being mabled to own a farm, 

e. SS Führungshauptamt (FHA or SS Operational Headquarters) 

The Reichsfuehrer-SS uses the SS Oneraticnal Headquarters as command- 
authority for the leadership of the Armed-SS and for the premilitary and 
postmilitary leadership and training of the General SS, The SS Operational 
Headquarters originated in August 1940 from the necessity to bring together 
in one authority all functions connected with the use, leadership, organisa- 
tion, and training of the units, In the SS Operational Headquarters there 
are the following departments:  Conmand-Authority cf the Armed SS, Command- 
Authority of the General SS, SS-administration Office, SS-arms Office, 
Authority fcr the Training of Leaders, SS-Sanitary authority, Inspectorate. 


f. SS Wirtschafts uni Verwaltungs Hauptamt (WVHA or Ecomomic and 


ຕ ຕ 
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Administrative Department) 





The Economic and Administrative Department deals with all cuties 
with regard to matters of administration and economics, which are 
assigned to it by the Reichsfuchrer-SS and Chief of the German Police, 
Heinrich Himmler. 

E» Stabshauptamt Des Reichskommissars Für die Festigung Deutschen 
Volkstums (Staff HQ of the Reich Commissioner cr the Consolidation of 
German Nationality). 

t is the duty of the Staff HQ for the Reich Commissioner for the 
Consolidation of German Nationality to make and carry into effect all 
necessary plans concerning the settlement and reconstruction, inclucing 
any problems of administration anc economies connected with the resettle- 
ment policy, especially the choice of human materi >be settled. Its 
field of activity covers the whole Reich ani the territories under the 
government of the Reich. 

h, SS-Hauptamt Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle (Main Office for the 
Repatriation of Racial Germans) 

The Main Office for the Repatriation of Racial Germans deals with 
problems of race, especially those of the German race. It carries cut 
tasks allotted to it by the Reichsfuchrer SS. The main consiceration in 
this work is strencthening the consciousness of the unity of all Germans 


an! its practical consequences in racial policy. 


(ໄ 
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